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MercyFirst’s Advantage After-School
Program Receives $10,000 Grant

MercyFirst has announced that it re-
ceived a grant for $10,000 from Newsday
Charities, a fund of the McCormick Foun-
dation. The grant supports MercyFirst’s
Advantage After-School Program, which
provides high-school youth with a safe
and supportive environment that encour-
ages both academic achievement and self-
development during hours when youth are
most likely to engage in at-risk behaviors.

Gerard McCaffery, MercyFirst Presi-
dent/CEO, noted that “Having the financial
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support of Newsday has allowed us to main-
tain this important after school program
while also providing peace of mind for
working parents. We are most grateful.”
Headquartered in Syosset, MercyFirst is
a not-for-profit human service agency
founded by the Sisters of Mercy in 1894.
MercyFirst provides an integrated continu-
um of care for over 4,000 traumatized and
neglected children, teenagers and their
families at 15 sites throughout Brooklyn,
Queens, Nassau and Suffolk counties.
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